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BY A FRIEND. 


E Author of theſe Poems (the Rev. Mr. SAMUEL WESLEY,) 
frankly declares in his preface to the edition publiſhed by himſelf, 468; 


that it was not any opinion of excellency in the verſes themſelves that 


coccaſioned their preſent collection and publication, but meerly the Profit propoſed ? ; 
y the ſubſcription, If his modeſty had permitted him to have been ſenſible of — _ 


his own merit, he might without this or any other apology have fafely truſt- 

ed them to ſpeak for themſelves: and perhaps the candid reader upon an im- 

partial peruſal will hardly think them inferior to the moſt favoured and cele- 
brated collections of this kind, _ Hd 0 


For though it muſt be owned that a certain roughneſs may be obſerved to 
run through them, the vehemence and ſurprizing vivacity of his temper not 


ſuffering him to reviſe, or as he uſed to call it to tinker what he had once fi- 


niſhed with that accuracy and minuteneſs which a lower genius would more 


naturally have been inclined to: yet ſtrong, juſt, manly ſentiments every where 


occur, ſet off with all the advantage which a moſt luxuriant fancy and a ve- 
ry uncommon compaſs of knowledge could adorn them with; together with 


a flowing and unaffected pleaſantneſs in the more humorous parts, beyond 
what could proceed from even the happieſt talent of Wit, unleſs alſo accom- 


panied with that innocence and cheerfulneſs of heart which to Him made life 
_ delightful in his laborious ſtation, and endeared his converſation to all, eſpeci- 


ally his Learned and Ingenious friends ; and many ſuch he had of all ranks 
and degrees. 1 N 
He was the Son of a Clergyman in Lincolnſhire, from whence he was 


brought to Weſtminſter-School; where having paſt through the College as 
a King's Scholar, he was elected Student to Chri/i-Church in Oxford. In both 
theſe places by the ſprightlineſs of his compoſitions and his remarkable in- 
duſtry he gained a reputation beyond moſt of his cotemporaries, being 


 throughly and critically ſkilful in the Learned languages, and Maſter of the 

Claſſicks to a degree of perfection, perhaps not very common even in this 
laſt mentioned Seciety ſo juſtly famous for polite learning. With theſe qua- 
lifications he was ſent for from the Univerſity to ofiiciate as one of the Uſhers 
in Weſtminſter School, and ſoon after under the direction of Biſhop Atterbury 
then Dean of Weſtminſter, entered into holy Orders; and though he never 
obtained any Church preferment, yet he applied himſelf indefatigably to the 


ſtudies of his profeſſion ; and to the character of a ſound judicious Divine 


Some Account of the Author, 


(ii) 


added alfo by his attainments before- mentioned of humane learning that of 


an excellent Preacher. It may ſeem almoſt incredible that a perſon ſo en- 
gaged in perpetual employment ſhould compaſs all this: and yet by the help 


1 pf a reſolute ſpirit, a robuſt conſtitution, and an ardent and infatiable defire 
of knowledge he did it fo effectually, that it may be truly ſaid he left few 


better Scholars than himſelf behind him. 


However, it muſt be obſerved in juſtice to his memory, that his wit and 
learning were the leaſt part of this worthy man's praiſe. An open beneyolent 
4 temper which he had from nature, he ſo cultivated upon Principle, and was 


ſo intent upon it as a Duty to help every body as he could, that the num- 


ber and continual ſucceſs of his good offices was aſtoniſhing even to his 


friends, who knew with what pleaſure and zeal he did them: and he was an 


inſtance how exceedingly ſerviceable in life a perſon of a very inferior ſta- 

tion may be, who ſets his heart upon it. As his diligence upon ſuch occa- 
ſions was never tired out, ſo he had a ſingular addreſs and dexterity in 
ſolliciting them: his own little income was liberally made uſe of, and as his 


acquaintance whom he applied to were always confident of his care and in- 


tegrity, he never wanted means to carry on his good po oſes; ſo that his 


life was a ſeries of uſeful Charity. One particular muſt not be omitted: He 


was one of the firſt projectors and a "_ careful and active promoter of the 
e relief of the ſick and needy in the 


firſt Infirmary ſet up at Weſtminſter for t 
year 1719, and he had the ſatisfaction to ſee it flouriſh from a very ſmall be- 


ginning to its preſent happy ſtate, and to propagate by its example under the 
prudent management of other good perſons many pious eſtabliſhments of 


the fame kind in diſtant parts of the Nation. e ee 
After this it will eaſily be believed that he abhorred and deſpiſed that 


Poetry have unaccountably given into; that levity and indelicacy which ſo 
often ſacrifices good manners and vertue to an impotent deſire of ſhining in 


Wit. He has handſomely ridiculed it in theſe poems, and his converſation 
was a ſtanding rebuke to it, being a proof how little need a true genius has 


of ſuch wretched expedients to make itſelf entertaining. Not but that he was 

very free and open, though always juſt and candid in his cenſures: as no man 

nad a truer _— for all forts of Merit, or a more compaſſionate regard 
rail 


for all human 
honeſt indignation : in his converſation he animadverted upon them with- 


cout any reſerve, and in his writings he expoſed them with a true ſpirit of 


Satyr. And hence his papers grew inſenfibly upon his hands to the bulk 
which compoſes this volume; ſeveral of them were publiſhed fingly from 


8 time to time and received by the world with great applauſe, and the whole 


being 


x 


| "hicentiouſneſs of expreſſion, which ſo many even of the firſt-rate names in 


ty; ſo Hypocriſy and Knavery always felt the laſh of his 


4 . 

i 

| being afterwards Sscded by bitgfelf and 1 in a tundforns edition in 

met with ſack encourage t as Mmfacle up 2 Part of 85 decent 
competenic y che left behind him f r Hits Wi wide and daughter to ſußfiſt upon. = 

| The following: extracts 'of Ketter from” his Patrofi Biſhop' #rerbury,” are | 
too much to his honour not to be here inſerted ; they were occaiidied by: Þ 


| that fine poem: (printed in this collection) 1 the death of Mrs, Morice, 
his 3 8 , 1 
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April 24, 155. l 2 CVA, en aneh 
have received à Poem 3 Mr. Morice, bie 1 * be inſenfble not 
to thank you for, your Elegy upon the Death of Mrs. Morice. If is what I 
cannot 2 an Impulſe —＋ me to tell you. under my. own hand the ſatisfattion I 


Feel, the approbation I give. the envyj I bear Jo, for this good deed and 2 
work; as a poet * as a 8 I 990 JO I geen * 


We 


Paris, May 27, 17 30. | 4 2 

I am obig Dο W. for what he has aoritten on my ir child; and Pore it 

the ore kindly becauſe. he could not hope for my being ever in a condition to 

reward bim though. if ever I am. 1 will; for be has ſhewn an invaria- 

ble regard for me all along i in all circumflances ; ; and much more than * oF | 
bes acquaintance wha had. ten dime pants Abele. 


2 


Paris, June 30, 1730. f 

The V erſes you ſent me touched me very nearly, and the Latin in the front 

: V them as much as the Engliſh that followed. There are a great many good 

nes in them, and they are writ with. as much alfection as poetry—— They 

eame from the Heart of the author, and he has a ſhare of mine in return; 
and F ever I come back to ” country WI th henour he Ju find it. 


It may be thought, anc perhay 8 truly ek. that his: attachment to 
this great unfortunate Prelate ee him from riſing higher in the 
world; but as it was what he always gloried in, ſo it. is obvious to. 
remark,. that it would be for. the aide of human nature if ſuch ex- 

2: amples were more frequent, and that Great men did oftener find: 
AA pon the viciſſitudes of Wotune, e fimneſs and Aer from thoſe 

_ ©. Whey. have obliged... -* 

Cantinual application to fack various Bui neſs. * an intenſe purſuit 4 
at the fame time of his ſtudies, had at length well nigh wore him 
aut * the time he had reached little x more than half 7be age of man:: 


ſa · 


% g 


(ir) 


{-that being adviſed to: retire for. air and gentle * * 
conſtitution, he was eaſily prevailed upon to accept a Country School in 
the Heß of England, Where ſoon into a lingering illneſs, which in, 


a few years brought him to his end, he lies buried in the © Cinrck-jard 
Wich 3 e upon. his grave-ſtone, 
| . | . 8 + ICS © 43a | . 9 F : 1 1 | bs fp if ASI 117 | 1 | " 


te Remains of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Weſley, þ A. M. 
Sometime Student of Chriſt-Church, Oxon; 


4 Man for his uncommon wit” and - 
For the benevolente of bis er 
And fimplicity of manners 2 W 


 Deſervedy beloved and geemed by all. 3 


An excellent "Prat . D. Nd 
But whoſe beſt ſermon 7 


1 Was the conſtant. example - of an ed! Hing! li 1 


So continually and xealouſſy employed 
I. ac f 3 — aſh rol 
"That be truly followed 
His bleſſed Maſter's exa 1e 

70 going about doing good. 


Sa (fuck ſe ſerupulous integrity,. . 3 N 
Vat be declin occafions of advancement in the. I EN 


ren b fear of being involved i 1 N compli ances, 
1 is avoided the uſual wa: ee 255 Ay 
As ſtudiouſly as many _ r 


Thersfore after a life ſpent 
In the laborious employment” of aching youth, 
Hrſt for near twenty years © 

As one of the Uſhers in Welfminſter-School, 

© © Aﬀeerwards for ſeven years © 
wat Head-Maſter of the Free School at- Tiverton,, ö 
Hie refigned his Soul. Io" God © FO 
Es Nov. 6, n in the a9 war * bis age. 

a "AF 3 


HE 
"gs. 


POEMS 3 


EPILO G UE to one of Vines $ Plays, afted at the 
Firſt Annual Meeting of Weſtminſter Scholars. 


Nas done, here ends the Buſineſs of the Day, 
'F he Proſe, the Verſe, the Dinner, and the Play. 
Now let us Joyful own th' unuſual Grace 

From You the Sons and Patrons of the Place. 

And You, who duteous to Er1za's Fame | 
Thus make the Welfare of her School your aim, 
Ardent her glorious Footſteps to purſue, | 

Go on, — to follow Her is worthy You. 
Neere She defign'd for ever ſhould remain 

The faireſt Model of her matchlef Reign. 
Conſummate Skill our Foundreſs here has ſhown, : 
| Scarce greater in her Arms or on her Throne. 
 Th' important Scheme to draw her Council tries, 

Which She compleats, the wiſeſt of the wile. 

With deepeſt Thought our little State they plan, 

To form the Scholar and to build the Man; 

To prove how Truth and Policy agree, 

How public Good and private Piety. 5 
Inur'd to Hardſhip hence, and practic'd young 
]Jo tame the Paſſions and to curb the Tongue, 
Through juſt Degrees we due ſubmiſſion pay, 

\nd riſe to rule, experienc d to obey. — 
*B - 6s; £20 


2 P OE MS. 


No one requires but what before he gave, 


Nor leaps into a Tyrant from a Slave: 


This ev'n in Numa's breaſt might wonder raiſe,” 


| This old Lycoxous might with en vy praiſe. 5 


Eſtabliſh'd thus we've ſtood the Storms of Fate, 
The various Changes of the Greater State. 


What though decay d this outward Structure falls, 
The School ſtands firm in Vou her living Walls; 


* Theſe mould” ring Stones alone your Bounty claim, 
Not all Mankind can mend our inward Fra rame. 


— 


— 


axis o n 


E P I L 06 U E E Holes at the Þ W 2 auen, 


In the Year 1732-3. 


F old the Romans acted Comic Plays, 
As well on Funeral as on Feſtal days; 


And here, though Mirth ſhould all our Souls employ, 
And our glad Genius give a looſe to Joy, 
Grief ſtill intrudes, ſince He muſt diſappear 


Whoſe mourn'd departure claims a duteous Tear; ; 
Beneath whoſe Care theſe Walls compleated roſe, 
Whoſe Art each ſecret grace of Terence ſhows; 


A glory Roman Adiles never knew, 
8 To build their Theatres and Actors too. 


How ancient Bards and Orators could ſoar 


Much taught his Precepts, his Example more; 


* They were then ſolliciting Contributions to finiſh the New Dormitory. 05 


POEMS. 


oſt as th' Election's yearly Feaſt diſplays 
His weight of Senſe and Elegance of Phraſe, 
Rapid yet pure the torrent pours along, 

| Smooth as the Roman, as the Grecian ſtrong. = 
Let neighbring Tombs his matchleſs Wit ene; © 
More worth than all the mould'ring Sculpture there, | 
That bids the buried live, by skill refin'd 

In each diſtinguiſh” d Feature of the mind. 
From whence ev'n South till brighter finds his N ame, 


And his own Busby deigns to borrow Fame. 


What Scholar grateful found and great as Freind, 
His Worth to future ages ſhall commend ? 

Not Busby's ſelf in equal height maintain d 
The School, where half a Century he reign'd. 
Daily through Freind her ſwelling numbers roſe, 

The hate, but more the envy of her Foes. 
Forgive the laſt reſpe& to him we ſhow, 
To whom in Vertue train'd ourſelves we owe. 
If ought too much His nicer Judgment ſees, 

Tis thus, thus only that we would difpleafe. 
But all beſides our Duty will approve, 


The Sons and Patrons of the place they love; 


And tho ſmall praiſe our mean performance draws, . 
Will crown our Maſter's Exit with Applauſs., 


13 2 | E Sander 


7 


Slander anſwer'd. 
—OVE is ſtill my Fair one's due, 
{ Granting Slander to be true: 
| Tho' ſhe may be poor, nor yet 
A Belle, a Beauty, or a Wit; 
Sweetneſs, Paſſion, Truth be there; 
Thoſe Endowments I can ſpare: 
Breeding teaches Damſels fly - 
Deep to feign and well to lye: 
Gold, that does to F alſehood move, 


Gold the Murtherer of Love: 


Beauty, mix'd with Pride's allay, 
Glitt ring Idol of a day: _ 
Wit, which few can yell command, | 
Dang rous in a Woman s hand: 
Let their Loves genteel appear, 
Mine can pleaſe me if ſincere: 
Humble mine by all allow d, 


| Their's be beautiful and proud: 


Their's be Wits for Empire trying, 
Mine be filent and complying : 
Love with Treaſure let them buy, 
Rich be they and happy I: 
To their Idols let them fall; 


Love is mine, and Love is all. 


POEMS. 


A Defence of Slander "CC 


H AT though Lye] I granted true 


Meerly for the ſurer proving 3 
Love might ſtill remain your due, 

- "_”E lov'd, as truly loving. 

«Th 

All my Warmth I freely own 

| Springs from Choice and not from Blindnek; ; 
Still T think my Love alone 
Full foundation for my Kindneſs. 


III. 
Worth there muſt to me appear, 
Elſe my paſſion were but dreaming; ; 


Never yet did Man, my Dear, 


Trul y love without eſteeming. 
Love that Vouth or Beauty gave 
L“aſts us but a Summer ſeaſon, 
Then alone twill Winter brave 
When tis founded i in our Rea ſon. 
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4 Character. WED 
E R Hair and Skin are as the Berry brown, 


Her Stature low, tis ſomething leſs than mine, 0 
f Her Shape tho' good, not exquiſitely fine: 
Tho round her hazle Eye ſome Sadneſs lies, 


Their ſprightly Glances can ſometimes ſurprize ; Bet 


But greater Beauties to her Mind belong, 


Soft is her Smile, and graceful i is her Frown; 3 


Well can ſhe ſpeak, and wiſely hold her tongue; 


In Her plain Senſe and humble Sweetneſß _ 
Tho gay religious, and tho young diſcreet. 
Such is the Maid, if I can judge aright, 
If Love or Favour hinder not my Sight. 
Perhaps you'll ask me how ſo well I know ? 
I've ſtudy'd her, and I confeſs it too. 
Tve ſought each inmoſt Failing to explore, 
Tho! fill the more I Wan I lik d the more. 


— 


U, pon my. Hei ; puling' 


EW and eaſy in your —_-:- 
Never curl'd and hardly grey, 
Hairs, adieu | tho' falling all, 
Blameleſs harmleſs may you fall. 
Light and trifling tho you be, 
More deſerving Poetry 


Than 


Than the Dream of guilty Pow, 
Than the Miſer's gather d ore, 


Than the World's moſt ſerious _ b bid af. 
 Murth'rous Victors, haughty Kings, i bn 
If your mortal Fall preſage 
Death the certain end of A ge, 
If a ſingle hint you give e eatoty 
Well to dye, and ſoon to lire. 3 . CL : = 5 
On The Siege of Seinen. 119519 e241D 
\ poor Saguntum! evil ſtar ET 
| Twice miſerable City! Ss ee 
By Punic Foes and Engliſh Bard £1 9h 7 5 


Subjecded to our * 


Thy Sons drop dead for want of Food, 
| Nor War its heat aſſuages: 

Yet rampant Luft in midſt of Blood. 
And ſpight of Famine rages. 


What tho' by Rome's negle& they as 

They periſh unrepining; 

Praiſe Roman Vertue'to the sky, 
And fall like Lovers whining. 


No 
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No pains on drt to bung em to t 


Has Sicoris i th Story. 


| He bids them burn themſelves — - they 900 5 


And there 8 an exit for ye. 


To leave one's Friends i in Wel extremes 


Is Roman Faith befitting, 
Tho baſeſt treachery, it ſeems, 
In any Queen of Britain. 


To theſe the Bard prophetic ſhows 


A proſpect but unpleaſant, 


Gives them for comfort future Woes 


When ſinking with the preſent. 


A New Saguntum ſhall, he faith, 


Riſe i in the ſelf- ſame Nation, 


Not near the firſt in Fall or Faith | 


Or Cauſe or Situ ation. 


Like i in Misfortunes and Renown, 


Or Theron is miſtaken ;. ; 


4 ho' ne er forſook before, the Town 


Again ſhall be forſaken. 


” Thy Glory, P hil, ſhall never fail 


As Poet or as Prophet, 


For Truth in telling of thy Tale 


And Wit in timing of it. 


Or g 


POEMS. 


On Forms of * 
a 
ORM ſtints the \ pint, Waits has faid, 
And therefore oft is wrong; 


At beſt a Crutch the Weak to aid, 
A Cumb rance to the Strong, 


U. 
Of human Fed the Load 
Perfection ſcorns to bear, 
Th'Apoſtles were but weak when God 
Preſcrib d his Form of Prayer. 


IL. . | 
Old David both i in n Prayer and Praiſe 
A Form for Crutches brings, 
But JYatts has dignify'd his Lays, 
And furniſh'd him with Wings. 
1 | IV. 
Ev' n I, atts a Form for Praiſe can chuſe, 
For Prayer who throws it by; 
Crutches to walk he can refuſe, 
But uſes them to fly. 
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OOO ann Pamam extentlere fattis, 5 
TT He virtuti $ OPUS, —— CG Xt. 07 JIOGS GH 


RXempt from ſordid and ambitious 


I | 4 'Bleft with the Art to gain, and Heart to — 


Nor fatisfied with Life 8 1 ſpace alone, TT 
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ſundell thro Ages ; ſends his s Bleſſings down RE. 
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ming to ſupport 


R 
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"PP ill Juſtice is extin& a 
His Alms 
with the World, and end 


8 . 


er „ 
414 01 er 


ut with Mankind. 
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MWMunder of the Grammar- School in Tiverton, Devon. 
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